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Technical focus on bright new Spyker
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CAN YOU TRUST
YOUR INSTINCT?

THEY SAY that drivers know

when they've gotawinner after

just & handful of laps ina new car.

S hiow are the Formula 1 class

of 2007 feeling after the first key

test afthe year?

Wall, they're not about to tefl us!

It's earty days and they can [ll afford

to speak freely about what thair

Instincts are telling them. Some
will probably be churning inside, a knot of dark
disappointment constantly reminding them that
the new car justisn't guick enough. that they're
In fiora siog of hard work — thatitisn't golng to
happen for them this season, just asitdidn't last
year, Stay positive, theylibe telling themselves,
miaybewe'll turn It arund, But that knotinside
wan't et them forget the truth.

Then there isa select fewwho will befit to
burst, doing ali they can to contain themselves,
tomaintain a poker face that doesn’t leton
they've got a fiyer. Don't get camed away. it
might not be as goad as itlooks. theyllbe telling
themselves. Butfor thess guys. Melbourne can’t
come soon enough

Is Fernando Alonsoin the latter group right
now? ks he safe in the knowledge that the move
to MeLaren is already paying off. that he's going to
be just fine? By his pace last weeh in Valencia, you'd
have to suspect that's exactly the case.

Perhaps—just perhaps— Kimi Ralkkonen.
Giancarlo Fisichella, Jenson Button and Mark
Webber are carrying round those knots of dread
ir thelr stomachs. Hard to be sure. Afterall. the
Valencia test was badly affectd by rain and teams
were inevitably enduring new-car gremlins,

Butstill. if it's really true that a handful of aps
isall you need, they will know what they've got.
it's only February. of course — but you can usually
trust your instincts.

There may be five weeks until Melbourne, but
we're already deep into the season.
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ALFAT33/TT/3TEST WILLIAMS Fw239LAl
British sportscar star Sam Hancock Canthe newToyota-powe
triesa 1970s sportsracerfor size machineturn the legenda
and likeswhat he finds F1fortunes aroundin 200
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TRACK TEST

COURAGE LC70 v ALFA T33

DRIVENBY SAM HANCOCK
VENLE DONINGTON PARK
DATE 24.1.07
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BEAUTY AND

British sportscar star SAM HANCOCK, a lifelong fan of 1970s sports racers, finé
gets to compare one of the mosticonic—AlfaRomeo’sT33/TT /3 —with his
regular mount, a Courage-Mugen LMP2 prototype. And he is suitably impress
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urpasefil: that's the only way 1 deserbe the
Courage LCT0. Beautiful: is there a better
weord for the Alfa Romeo T35/TT/32
Amodern Le Mans proqotype and one of
its predecessors from four decades ago
couldn't lookmore different. Thirty vears”
worth of serodvnamic dovelopment ane all
too apparcnt asyou look at them nose (o
nose on the main straight st Doninggton Park. Yoir'd barely
el thart they wiere designeed for the same punm i
o win the Le Mans 24 Hours and other big sportscar
amund the world,
Yet even as | start to climb into the Al of 1972 vintage,
it becomes clear that it is of the same family as the Mugen-
engined Cournge LMP1 pe | drowe at Le Mans last vea
with my old friend Grego and Swinerland’s Alexande
Frel You don't feel quite as cocnaned asyou do in a modern
prostotype, bt s o different o a carfrem only a fow years
agn, hefore the Litest round of safety improvements. It has the
same basie cockpit arangement a5 the Kremer Lola Lraced
I the F1A Sportscar Championship in 200].

There is one difference, however, The gauges, what
fiew there are in this sparan cockgpit, are all inTralian
That meeans it Savs aop = i and girvon the water,
fuiel ofl and revread-outs

That just serves 1o get me inthe mood forthe moment
['ve been waiting for, the moment the Al Romeo three-lime
V& barks into lifie. ] grew up reading about 19705 sponiscars,

and watching videos 100, 50 | can't wait to get to hear tha
wailing emzine me.

| had high expectations forthe engine, and it lived upin
them and then some. That nodse gets you right in the chest, My
left ear is Aght neod to the air ininke, 501 get 2 dose ofinductio
roar, tod, The noise is even better from inside the cockpit

Teake it up tovover TO00-7300rpem, and this cngine just
singzs, Let the rpm fall and it starts coughing and splittering,
sovow've got to keep the revs up to get the best out of this
engine. That's fine by me.

Gregor, who has brought along the T35 today, likens
jes %8 10 Jud Jitre LMP2 powerplant. The characieristic
of this engine aren’t a million miles away from wihat we have
tnday and the power-o-welght ratios of the old and new
protomvpe anen't dissimilar,

The Alfa tips the scales at just 600kg thanks to.an
aluminium spaceframe chassis and beauifudiy-crafted
titmnitm suspension, Of course, the 4.5-lire MugenVE
couald puesh oant mouch more thian the 600bhp orso we had
st Le Mans last June, but don't forget the ever-smaller
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